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Briſtoll the 19th of April, 1 


received, obſerving its Contents to advite 


great Scene of News,many perionsbeing de 
trom hence; hall for your Satisfaftiongive 
Jccurrences amongſt us. In the firlt place 
rmerly received a little Book you ſent me, 
Cry of Oppreſſin and Cruelty in Briſtol, 
'o be truein matter of Fat, and what I can 
edible Information ſtand ro and confirm, 
: Mectings of all the Ditlenters continue to 
ormerly : The Quakers forcibly kept our of 
Meetings conſtantly in the Court betore 
r to thoſe people, whom nothing bur a 
her. (Artheſe Streer-Mectings they arenot 
e molt part FWomen, there being above 
eatually in Priſon, and ſeveral others of 

arat Scthons. The other Diflenters meer 
| Houſes, and fomerimes publickly in the 
, Bur they are narrowly Watch'd in both, 

and Hunted aftcr by the Intormers and Spies employ'd on purpole,who are {o 

Eager attheir work, that they Diſturb and Rour both as ſoon as eyer they 

have any notice of them. S : 

For the diſcovery of the private Mectings in the City , thele Church- 
Driyersare fo Yeer, thar if they hear a Prayer, Singing oft Plalms, have a 
Suſpicion, or any ſham Information of a Meeting in a Ditlenters Houle, 
away they Hurry, Brcak open his Door, or enter his Houle through their 
Neighbours, run up and down all the Rooms, to the Affrighrment of rhe 
Women and Children. And all this without producing a Warrant, or 
briaging any Badge of their Office. In theſe Boitterous Practices (1 aflure 

you) they have been found , when no ſuch thing as a Coventicle was or 
could be found. By this judge the Diftraftion theſe poor pcople are 1n: 
Wharaddsto it, is, that being diſturbed ofrtheir publick Mectings, they can- 
nothave thar ſmall favour the Conventicle Atallows them, that is, of Meer- 
ing in their private Families: For at Seffions Hundreds are Proſecuted upon 
tatutes made againſt Papifs, and at the Biſkaps-Conrts : The Lay Office 
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Ours of che 15th Inſtant I received, obſerving its Contents to advile 

\ that Brifo/1sbecomethegrear Scene of News,many per{onsbeing de 

ſiroustro hear frequently trom hence; ſhall for your SatisfaRiongive 
an Impartial Account of the late Occurrences amongſt us. In the firſt place 
I have to acquaint you, that I formerly received a little Book you ſent me, 
called, The Sad and Lamentable Cry of Oppreſſin and Cruelty in Briſtol,' 
which on itsreading over, I find to be truein matter of Fat, and what I can 
from my ownObſcrvation and Credible Information ſtand ro and confirm, 
ſince that Book came abroad. The Mectings of all the Diflenters continue to 
be diſturbed with equal vigour as formerly : The Quakers forcibly kept out of 
their Mceting-houle, hold their Meetings conſtantly in the Court before 
it, (acuſtom (you know) proper to thole people, whom nothing bur a 
Goal debarsthemot Meering together. (Ar theſe Strece-Meetings they arenot 
very Numerous, and them tor the moſt part Women, there being above 
Fourſcore of their men at this time a#xally in Priſon, and ſeveral others of 
that Party our on Security to appearat Scttions. The other Difſenters meer 
ſomerimes privately intheir feveral Houſes, and ſometimes publickly in the 
Fields, and our-parts of the City : But they are narrowly Watch'd in both, 
and Hunted after by the Informers and Spies employ'd on purpoſe,who are {o 
Eager attheir work, that they Diſturb and Rout both as ſoon as eyer they 
have any notice of them. 

For the diſcovery of the private Mectings in the City , theſe Church- 
Driversare fo Yeer, that if they hear a Prayer, Singing of Plalms, have a 
Suſpicion, or any ſham Information of a Mecting in a Ditlenters Houle, 
away they Hurry, Break open his Door, or enter his Houle through their 
Neighbours, run up and down all the Rooms, to the Afﬀrighrment of the 
Women and Children. And all this without producing a Warrant, or 
bringing any Badge of their Office. In theſe Boiiterous Practices (I aflure 
you) they have been found , when no fuch thing as a Covcnticle was or 
could be found. By this judge the Diftraftion theſe poor p2ople are in: 
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that ſo, having delivered them to the Devil, the gat prepare they for 
the Goaler, which is the portion of ſeveral already. I he Rigour and Se- 
verity oftheſe Proceedings makes ſeyeral Induftrious and Wealthy-Diflcnters 
Qu:t their Callings, .ang xerove their Families tro a more quiet Station, by 
which mcansmany @tzHe Poor. arc like to want Rreag, , th City gene- 
rally ro decay wits/T rattez\and the Kibgs flneeelt, c AAbIy too lefien'd 
in its Revenue; the Proot of which will be fully made out by caſting up the 
Cuſiom-houle Books atrhe years end, to which I refer you. 

The noiſe of Breaking open Houics , and carrying away Goods, is at 
prelentabated, little Diſtrefles having been made of late, which I Imputc, 
1. To their being lenſible of the Error, and Unlawtulnels. gf moſt of their 
former. And next to their want of Subj:& ro make a, Cotivenricle of ; tor 
there being at this Inffanrno other publick Meeung þut thax of the Bakers. 
The Iaformers are (o. forward to break up thar,that they gencrally dilperle 
them ar their firſt coming together , or betore they come to that. Exercile of 
Religion,as to know,whcther it differs from the Liturgy of the Church. Their 
Preachers, whether of the City or Suangers, are prelently caught up and 
carried ro Priſon fo they (which you know is Cuſtomary) lit Silent, where - 
by the Informers loſe the opportunity of the Benefir of a Conventicle ; how- 
ever, rather than want work, they ſtrive co. make a Riot of this Silent 
Meeting. The manner of it is thus, When tie.Intormers cotne to diſturb 
them, one of the Gang without produceing amy Authority, makes Pro- 
clamation [peremptorily} in the Kings Name, for all perlons todepart ; 
which if not preſently complyed with, then ro their work they fall, thar 
3s, to Hale, Puſh, and drive away the Women and Children : For the 
men they take oft times rworor three of the chief, comm and lead them to 
Priſon, where commonly they are detainzd one Night, or ſo, on this Au- 
thority, and then the next day convened before a Magiſtrate, and (ent to 
Newgate with a Mittimus for breach of the Peace. Now, I mention New- 
gate, I cannot letit paſs without ſaying ſomewhat of the Doletul Condition 
of thoſe Buakers that are now Priſoners, whole Calc indeed would force 
Commilcration from any one, that's cither Conſcientious or Chriſtian : 
For inthe firſt place rhe Goal, 1s in its felt ſo Noiſome, that it hath been 
Preſented by ſeveral Grand-Juries, and next ſo ſtrait that theſe poor People 
have {carce Room to ſtand or lyc.one by another. In one Room there is 
NineBeds; and in another ſmall Gallery under the Roof of the Houle, 
Six Beds ; and in another Room 14 Foot Square, Seven Beds. T here arc 
Beds alſo placed in ſeveral little obicure Holes, not fit for any to Lodge in: 
But whats worſt of all, theſe places afford them not Lodging enough, bur 
ſome are forc'd to Lye in Hammacks, ſome on the Floor, and ſome on 
the Table Board of the Hall, which is the common thorow Fair of the 
Goal. By this unreaſonable Crowding them in a Naſty Goal, leveral of 
the Priſoners are grown Sickly , and ſome pur forth of the Priſon Sick 
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to think what the Tendency of theſethings will be; for belides the decay-of 
Trade aforementioned, and want of Imployment for the Poor, &c. "The 
Lives and Health of thele the Kings Proteſtant Subjects, and others of this 
PopulousCuy, are thereby greatly endangered. 

You know, $7”, Application hath been madeboth Here and Above for 
aRedrels; and What little luccels it hath hitherto produced : For the Qua- 
kers had by thcic Fricnds no {ooner obtained an Order of Council for the 
Enlargement of tne Goal; in which I muſt do our MagilſtratcsthatRight, as 
to contelstncy were ready to obey it,and had by their Keport manitclted nor 
only the I ruth of che By4kersComplaint, bur their own willingneſs to calc 
them: But Mr. Knight one of the Sheritts (the Ditlenters grand Proſecutorand 
Intormer) being then in Londor, wrote pzremprorily to theGoaler not to obey 
it: And alto, as he intimated 1n that Letter, procured an Order to Reverie 
that Order of Enlargement ; on which Foot the Priloners continue. The 
ſeycral Printsart that time will tcll you, thatthis Sherift hail allo the Honour 
of Knighrhood conterred upon him; io in my tollowing Relation I ſhall 
oblcrye him witathat diſtinCtion. 

Sirc2the Return of this new Knighted Sheriff (the Pagcantry of whoſe 
coming in, you have fully in Thomp/or7s Intelligence, ſer out to his way of 
Advantage) the Prolecution of the Difſenters havebeen witha Seycrity no 
way ſhorr otthe former, towards the Qzakers it excecds, thus, that is, this 
New Sir Fohn (tor by the way we have an Old Sir Jobn Knight i: this City 
that is a worthy Magiſtrate, and truely Loyal Church-man) is-more Blu 
than formerly, Cracks highly of his Power and hisOrders, and not (atisfied 
with barely Commutting the Bakers to Priton, and their Srowing them 
in Heaps, bur he muſt break their Meeting in Priſon too, which I preſume 
15no more Warranted by Law, than many other of his Attionsare. 

Since the Priſon being thus made their Houſe, I cannor find any Clauſe 
in "the Convyenticle Act that prohibits their Mecting togerher, and four 
more with them. However our New Sir Jo%n is not wiiling it thall be fo, 
but comes to the Priton to diftmb them; with him, he brings, the laſt of 
March, his Elder BrotherIntormer My. Helliar, and another young Informer 

of theſame Name: 'T he lecond of Apr:/ he brings his Companion or Secre- 
tary Brand, who 1s one that triumphs loudly in his Maſters Honour, and 
Reports thar he was called at Newmarket one of the Pillars of Brifol : Theſe 
coming to Priſon Meeting the days atorclaid, matic there a grievous ruggle. 
Our New Sir John and Old He/tar Menacing the Priſoners wirh Irons, 
Dungeonand theGallows. Sir Fohn tryed to (care them by 1hreatning to 
draw out his Doughty Sword, and Halcs, Pulls, and Throwson the ground 
ſeveral of the Priſcners there met; Old He//:zr thrult his Cane at the Faces 
of ſeveral ofthe Pritoners; and the Sherift took one man} by the Shoulders, 
Haling him with all his ſtrcagrh to the Stairs. head, and then forcibly threw 


\im down Stairs backwards, which fall had in all [ikelihood broke his Neck / 
his Limbs , had nor ſome on the Stairs Pugaggentially ſaved him ; 


' », 


(4) 
Craclry ſtopt not here, but he commands the poor man into the Weft- 
houle, the common Receptacle tor Fellons berween Sentence and Execu- 
tion,” and there continues him tothis day : The Priſoners asking him why 
they were ſo Scycrely uſed , he Anſwers them with a Hutt, and Talks Big 
of his Power and Orders. This Unnatural, and Unprelidented Severicy 
occaſions great DillatisfaCtion to all Worthy Perlons, who are concerned 
toſce His Majcſties Goal made fo ncar to relemble an Inquitton, and the 
Sheriff to AC the place of a Lord Inquittor. 

Laſt Sunday this Sheriff, thatis, our New Sir John came to the Quakers 
| Mceting and wich him hisuſual Atfociates and Fellow Intormers, Mr. Hell:ar, 
Oliff, Lugg, Caſſe, Tilley and Patrick, Brand and Summers. T he fuſt fox 
being a Scetr of Conſtables paCt together as the only perlons of the City tor 
{uch work : Theſe diſturbed the Meeting, Haling out, puſhing and dri- 
ving away the 2akers, many of whom, both men and women, they, as 1 
uſual, rook Authority to Commit to Bridwe//, where Eleven of them 
were continued all Night, fitting up by the Fire for want of Lodging. 

Plcaſe ro Note, That thetaking upon them this — is 10 common 
with them, that in their Diſcourſes and ACtions, they allalike Imp the place 
of Jultices of the Peace ; the mcaneſt Tool among rthele Informers menaces 
| with his power,Commits with more Imperiouſnels, and Releaſes with more 
freedom, than is common for any ot our Aldermen, who ſtill, to give 
them their due, ſent the Women home as ſoon as they were brought be- 
fore them. "The Mayor calling ro our New Sir fohn, and asking, hat 


at a Meeting, ſaid nothing ; ſo he knew not what they were about, un- 
= ey were plotting to break open the Priſon, and get away their Hul- 
nds. 

To fatisfhe you with my diſtintion, and calling ſome of theſe Informers 
mean, I aſſure you, it is their proper T itle, they being heretully known lo, 
and in all their other qualifications, that the naming them to an honeſt Brz- 
| #oll Man, preſently turniſhesyou with their right Character. Mr. He//zar 
| Harhprecedency asa perſon ot an Eſtate, one notcd for and famous 
for his experience and great cunning in theſe praQices, but our New Sir John 
catrys the Bell, for he is certainly the Son of once a truly worthy and 
Loyal Magiſtrate, who bred hum a Merchant, and placed him a Factor at 
Mevis : Since I write only Newsfrom Briſto!/, 1 ſhall lay nothing of the rug- 
gle hedroverhere, but come to his Character here, where for his Loyalry I 
rcter youtothe Obſervator and Thompſor's Intelligenee, and have this further 
to addto it, thatis, He nowabounds in an Eſtateof atleaſt ſeveuſcore pound 
a year, he hath part of rwo Ships, and a ſtock in Trade, beſides the Improve- 
ment he's daily making inhis preſent new Calling. Yeſterday the Quakers- 
Meeting wereagain diſturbed by our New Sir Tobn and his man; The Con- 
ſtables came nor with him, they by a CompaQted agreement having 
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PT, 


— 


mY 


[liar 
MOous 
John 
7 and 
or at 
> rug- 
-alry 1 


C'S3 


pony p- with a Drum, alſo a Flagg and Arms; for thisCompany 
Vi and Liquor were provided to carry on the deligned Revel and 
Riot z juſt as the Sheriff came, the doors of the Mceting-houſe were 
threw open, and the Fidlers began to play on their Fidles. The Sheriff 
fmiling ask'd, What was the meaning of ths? Tilleyone of his Brother Infor- 
mers anſwered, They meant tobe merry, and came thereto Dance. To make 
good his word, thcy attempted to,take hold of {eycral young Women to 
balethemin, vho fcarlul of being abuſed by fo vile a Company, held faſt by 
che Antient Women ; upon Which two of the faid Girles with the 
Women , who ſheltered them were by the Sheriff commirred to 
Bridewe!/, and with them two more tor reproving their Lewdnefs. The 
manner of the Quaker Womans reproot was thus, Well Sheriff Knight, 
faid ſhe, I ſee that thoughwe cannot be ſuffered to ſerve God, theſe ſhall to ſerve 
the Devil; our peaceble Meetings you ſeek tomake Riots, and here you your ſelves 
are Kioting and Revelling to 4 great excefs. Oh! thele doingsarea ſhamero 
Brijio//, which was once reputed a ſober and well Governed City : Now it's 
alrered tor the Prophane, Drunkards, Reyellers and Whore-maſters are 
Countenanced, burtholcthat fear God made a prey of ; ſurely God will viſir 
bcavily with his Judgmentsfor theſe crying ins. 
Toprocced, 'The Mecting being thus diiperſcg, thele Conſtables, Infor- 
mers and Company {till continued in the Mceting-houſce, Eating, Drinking 
andmaking aclamorous noiſe ; viſited they were by ſomeof the ſame Com- 
plexian, whole Names I may furniſh you with anothertime. In the Inte- 
rm [havertotcll you, that having well drunken in the Lower-room, they 
then wentup Stairs tothe Tenement of a late Widdow, and there at the top 
ot the Houſe they fung, made Huzza's, and Revelled tillabout threeinthe 
Atrernoon, when being weary, they letttheirplace; and roſhew their power, 
Titkyhe gors to Bridewell, and releaſes the tix Women. JuſtbeforethisRe- 
vel broke upthere happencd a verv pleaſant paſſage, that is, the Informers 
being got ro the Upper Tenemenr of the Quakers Meeting houſe, had then 
the view-of the Houle of a Quaker, again{t whom thee Blades have an In- 
vererate {plcen, in that he was one that went to1Yhite-H i/Iro complain of 
their Iilegal proccedings, this they maniteſt by inquiring every Mecting day 
afterhim, and menacing how they wou!'d manage him for his Petitioning, 
ſuppoſing they were now levelling their thoughts at him, their heads{wim- 
mung With the height of their Station and ſtrengrh of rheir Liquor, they 
dreamed orftancied a Conventicleat his houſe, {9 away they came, and be- 
{eric 02. this fuſpicion, he being then with his Wite and Mother abroad at 
"Pinner at a Relations Houſe, and having leit in his Houſe three ſmall Chil 
gen and his own Servantsonlv, knocking at the door, the Servants were 
tarful ro open itto ſo rude and boiſterous a Company, fo one of them, that 
\E. Summers a Raſcally Pockif.ed Butcher, goes overca Neighbours Wall ang 
1ers his Garden, then went and opened the Screerdgor,. lettings 
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out doors, whetl.cr fearing their Entry was unwarrantable, or that chey 
waitcd tora {uppoled prev, Lknow not ; bur whilſt chey were without doots, 
7illey entersand walks about the firſt Floor within doors ;- Summers , Patrick 
and Cafſe runs halt.ly up Stairs to the very I erretot the Houlc, Ranlacks 
every Room and Cloct above, fcarchtthe Cellars, Waſh-houle, and Our- 
houlcsbelow Stairs; and finding none in the Hqule but Children and Ser- 
vants, away they departed. When I laſtipoke with the Gentleman, he told 
me, He hopes ke lo nothing, however thouldI be lo lerved and be ar home, 
I think 1 thould be loth to ler the Gentlemen go without Examining their 
Pockets; knowing that both Law and Go{p?l would from their thus entring 
a Houlc, make them all great T rcſpallers and ſhrewdly tuſpected cf being 
Thicycsand Robbers. 

I have now given you a large account of paſſages here, which you may 
frecly-Communiicateto all your Fricnds, and give them aſſurance of the cer- 
tainty and truth in all particulars, I doubt not but leveral Letters this Poſt 
makes mention of this latter parrot it, andrhat the Quakersthemſelves will 
take care.to Printthis asremarkable. I would give you leave to Print my 
Lerteralſo, bur that I expcQ the Lying 0b/ervator, or ſome ({uch Mercenary 
Pamphleteer will in theirnextDialogue call it a Libel againſt che Law ; and 
with a tew down-right ſtaring Lies, confurte it all 3 as the Obſervator did the 
litle Bookaforcmentioned ; you know 'tis common for them to term the 
givingan Informer his truce CharaQter, and publiſhing their noble Adts the 
Arraignment of the Goycrament, whereas no Magiſtrate 1s any way con- 


cerned. 
+ T ſhall now draw my long Letter to a Concluſton, which indeed hath 


 twellcd in its bulk much above my former intention, albeit theSubjeRt is(o 


Copious as*twould fill a Volumn. 

_. Next Week our Sellioris begin, the Conſideration of the proccedure of 
which makes us big with expeQation, the Inditments of Reculancy againſt 
Scores of Proteſtant Diſlenters are ike to come to an Ifſue ; as allo the 


E .Tryal of the QuakersMectings, as to making them Riots, I will not be fo 
| 1njurious to my Country-men astoconclude afore-hand, that ſuch Profecu- 


f 


ters will haveſuch Juries, having great Confidence 1n the integrity and carc 
-of the Mayor and Juſtices, to ſee that - be worthy and prudentmen, 
of which this Ciry (to ſpeak without boaſting) can afford good plenty. Our 
Sherift Lane Iunderſtand is alſo folicitousin Gli point, who, to give him his 
due, is a quict and worthy Gentleman; butT am informed ournew Knight- 
ed Sheriff ſticles ſomewhat againſt rhis, which the Diſlenters not without 
cauſegrumble at, hebeing their great Proſecuter and Informer, they think| 
he ought to be paſſive. The Quakers murmur heavily at it, and fays, I 
inpipes their Complaint above, that they can haveno relief below. When our 
ns 1sover, you may expett a ſhort and true account ot its proceedure 


L ime, I beg. yourexculc in tiring your patience in fo long 


